Running an OSCE station
BEFORE RUNNING THE STATION

It is important that the assessor is well versed in the procedure.  He/she will need to have checked the paperwork carefully prior to the event, to ensure that he/she is fully prepared.   Make sure you have familiarised yourself with any preparatory work the candidates may have been sent.

NB Very Important – The assessor may have to find a volunteer “patient” (could be a nurse, receptionist, spouse, colleague) who will need coaching in the role to be acted.  
On the day of the event is worth arriving early to familiarise yourself with the location.  Please remember to bring any equipment requested in the briefing notes.

CONDUCT OF THE CONSULTATION

· The candidate will generally require 7-10 minutes, leaving 5-7 minutes for feedback.  

· Please ensure that you stick to the task in the station – it is very easy to get side tracked.

· When giving feedback, it is important to follow Pendleton’s rule.  There have been occasions when feedback has not been given as sensitively as it might!

· When using the assessment sheet, it may be that the way the consultation runs, all the criteria are not met.  Also it may be appropriate to deal with a few areas well, than to attempt all areas superficially.  Therefore, failure to complete all aspects of the marking schedule is not necessary a bad thing, and you should use your discretion to use the schedule guidelines when appropriate.  Points missed can always be discussed in the feedback session.

· Where there is a “patient”, the patient is also requested to give feedback about how it is felt to be the patient.

· Written feedback forms should be given to the registrar to take away to discuss with his/her trainer, to help determine future learning needs.

· If there are any problems, or if you have suggestions to make, please let the OSCE author know so that amendments can be made to make the station even better the next time it is run.
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